
3–9 January 2021

Stay connected
John 15.1-8  Easter 5 
Jesus says that he is ‘the true vine’. His Father is the vine-
grower, who removes fruitless branches and prunes those 
that are fruitful so that they might produce even more. The 
disciples are the branches; they are to remain part of the vine 
and expected to grow and bear good fruit. 

This week we explore remaining in the right place  
to grow. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

How do we ‘remain’ in Jesus, and stay connected to him? The 
metaphor of a growing vine suggests something that is active, 
a way of living, rather than a passive ‘resting’. What does this 
look like in practice?

Abiding may be a difficult word/concept for the children to 
grasp; the idea of connecting to Jesus may be easier to explore. 
The metaphor of the vine and the branches for the relationship 
we have with Jesus may also be a bit remote for the children, 
so consider some modern-day examples to help them think 
about growing and remaining in Jesus.

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: a selection of toy gardening materials 
– pots, tools, seeds or dried pulses.

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.8.

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: The conga

Grow, grow, grow, we’re growing up with Jesus. 
Grow, grow, grow, he’ll help us grow in faith. 

Jesus, you are the vine Stand up straight and tall. 
and we are the branches. Hold arms out wide. 
Thank you that we are connected  
to you and to each other, Hold hands with a partner. 
rooted and grounded in love. Amen.

What do we need to grow?	 W E

You will need: a large sheet of paper, a pen.

•	� Explain that you are going to discuss together what plants and 
human beings need to grow healthily. 

•	� As the children come up with ideas (plants: sun, rain, good 
soil; humans: food, water, shelter, sleep, etc.) – list them on  
the paper.

•	� Explore together how being connected to one another and to 
Jesus helps humans to grow and thrive.
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Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

Let us imagine that God is a gardener, and in 

God’s garden there is a plant: a vine. The vine is 

rooted in the soil, and the soil is rich and nutritious, 

full of God’s goodness.  The gardener pours all his 

love into it, so the vine has plenty of water and food, 

and everything else it needs to grow well.

There are many branches on the vine. Some have fruit, some do not. God cuts off all the branches that are dry and weak, and have no fruit. Then he looks at the branches that are fruitful and cuts those branches back, so that they will bear even more fruit. 
Jesus is like a vine. We are the branches. If the branches stay firmly attached to the root of the plant, they can draw on the goodness in the soil and produce sweet, juicy grapes. If we abide in Jesus and stay as close to him as the branches of the vine, we will grow well.  Jesus will give us all the nourishment we need and we will produce wonderful fruit, like love, kindness and helpfulness. Jesus says that if we abide in him, we can ask for whatever we want, and it will be done for us.   			                            	John 15.1-8

  See Share the Word.


