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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.

Jesus was talking with his friends. He said to them, ‘I 

have loved you the way my Father has loved me. Stay 

close; abide in my love.  If you keep my commands, 

you will remain in my love. I have kept my Father’s 

commands and I remain in his love.’ 

Jesus continued: ‘I’ve told you these things so that you may be full of joy; that my joy may be yours. This is my command: love one another in the way I have loved you. Make sacrifices for your friends;  no one can love their friends more than by doing this.’ 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘You are my friends when you do the things I command. I don’t call you servants. Servants don’t understand what their master is 
planning. No, I call you friends because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.’ 
He added, ‘Remember, you didn’t choose me. I chose you. And I put you in the world to bear fruit, fruit that will last. Whatever you ask the Father for in my name, he will give you. Remember: love one another.’                 John 15.9-17

 See Share the Word.

Friends
John 15.9-17 Easter 6 
Jesus encourages the disciples to keep his commandments and, 
above all, to love one another as he loved them. He says that 
those who do this are his friends and he emphasises that this is 
his choice rather than theirs. 

This week we explore what Jesus means by friendship. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

What is the nature of the love that Jesus speaks of (in contrast 
to popular usage)? What are the implications that everyone 
who follows Jesus is chosen by him? 

Friends will be a significant part of a child’s life and thinking 
about how to be a good friend will be the subject of 
assemblies, discussions with teachers and a daily reality for 
most primary-aged children. Helping your group to think not 
only about their school friends but about Jesus as a friend and 
to look carefully at the way he talks about friendship will be an 
important part of the session. 

Christian Aid Week 9-15 May, Ascension Day 13 May, see  
for resources. 

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: equipment for simple partner games, 
e.g. a ball for throwing and catching.

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.12.

9-15 May 2021 • Easter 6

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: Hickory, dickory, dock

We have a friend we can trust, 
who shows us that faith is a must. 
When things get tough, and life feels rough, 
walk even closer to God. 

We meet in the name of God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
who chose us for his friends. Amen.

Map your friends W E S

You will need: paper, pencils.

•  Give each child a piece of paper and a pencil and invite them 
to draw themselves in the centre. 

• Along the bottom of the paper ask them to draw five friends. 

• Next, ask them to connect each friend with a line to their own 
image.

• At the top of the page ask the children to write ‘Jesus’. Add to 
the map by linking this word to the image of themselves and 
all their friends at the bottom of the page. 


