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The cost of care

Children’s session

John 10.11-18 Easter 4

Gather

The image of Jesus as good shepherd draws on the imagery of
Psalm 23 and elsewhere, and is a familiar symbol for God/Jesus
used in both the Old and New Testaments. Here, Jesus makes a
contrast between the shepherd and a hired hand, and the ways in
which they care for the sheep. He clearly designates himself as the
good shepherd, making it no longer a symbol but an opportunity
for a relationship as he knows his sheep by name.

This week we explore ‘good shepherd’ as a model for
community.
Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on

.

The good shepherd is a model of sacrificial care. Where have you
experienced care like this? Can you bring this experience into
today’s session?

Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce
the theme. (5 mins)
Sing to the tune: Jesus’ hands were kind hands
Jesus tells us stories, guiding us to live.
Parables are stories, teaching us to give.
Help me be like Jesus, till I’m loving too.
Jesus, tell us stories, till I’m kind like you. .

Thank you, Jesus, that we are your sheep;
that you care for us – awake or asleep;
that you know us as we grow day by day;
and for watching over us in work, rest and play. Amen.

Who cares?

WE

Many primary schools include ‘care’ in their core values. Showing
Jesus as the ultimate model for care-giving will be a powerful
message for the children, especially through considering the
different communities we each belong to.

You will need: four large sheets of paper, pens/pencils.

Provide the following play materials for very young children
throughout the session: a selection of toy sheep.

• Invite the children to move round the room, stopping at each
sheet to add an image or sentence explaining how people care
for them in that environment, or how they care for others.

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.
Extra ideas can be found on p.36.
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• Put sheets of paper titled ‘School’, ‘Home’, ‘After School Clubs’
and ‘Church’ around the room, with a selection of pens and
pencils next to them.

‘This is why the Father loves me – beca
use I am ready to
die for my sheep, but I am also ready
to be raised to life
again. No one takes my life from me;
I choose to lay it
down. I have the power to lay my life
down, and I have the
power to take it up again. This is God
’s plan and I am going
to live it out.’			
John 10.11-18

See Share the Word.
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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.
Find out more
in Worship and learning support.

