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All people

Children’s session

John 12.20-33 Lent 5

Gather

Some Greeks who had travelled to Jerusalem speak to Philip,
who speaks to Andrew and they both go and tell Jesus. Philip
and Andrew have learned that no one is too much trouble for
Jesus and are confident in bringing people to him, even people
who might normally be seen as outsiders. Jesus speaks about his
death and resurrection and finishes with an assurance that he
will draw everyone to himself.

This week we explore what we need to let go, in order to
welcome others.
Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on

.

How do you react to the words of Jesus? Are they reassuring,
challenging, confusing?
Many children will have experienced a feeling of being
different or ‘the odd one out’, but also of being welcomed
and made to feel part of a group. Asking them to recall these
feelings could offer a way into this passage – the Greeks were
in a foreign land, but Jesus reassures them that he will draw
‘all people’ to him.
Provide the following play materials for very young children
throughout the session: play dough and people-shaped cutters.

Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce
the theme. (5 mins)
Sing to the tune: Hickory dickory dock
We have a friend we can trust,
who shows us that faith is a must.
When things get tough, and life feels rough,
walk even closer to God.

Whether our name begins with A, M or C
Jesus welcomes us if we’re 14 or we’re three.
Thank you, Jesus, for welcoming us today.
Help us love you more as we listen, talk and pray. Amen.

Load and let go

ES

You will need: a selection of awkward items, e.g. different size
books, boxes.
• Give the children 60 seconds to fill their hands with as many
items as they can safely carry. Once their hands are full, invite the
children to try to wave, hug or shake hands with one another.
• Point out that the only way to make this possible is to let go of
what they are holding onto.

Go to www.rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.
Extra ideas can be found on p.16.
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John 12.20-33

See Share the Word.

Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.
Find out more
in Worship and learning support.

